What fascinating entries from Tom and Albie and Matthew and what true, great and  real dialogue going on in there.

First, Albie – don’t go away for a month please. Keep us going – remember you can’t stop unifying even for 5 minutes - and you are the great unifier and energiser and thought-provoker. 

Here are some desultory thoughts on the entries:

1. I see a connection, an underlying correspondence between what Matthew quotes as Follett’s concept of progress ‘Progress is an infinite advance towards the infinitely  receding goal of infinite perfection’ with Teilhard de Chardin’s Omega theory of achieving perfection, whilst at the same time (with due respect to Teilhard de Chardin who was a profound thinker and a great man) seeing the greater sophistication and exactitude of Follett’s thinking ‘an ever receding goal of infinite perfection’.  Follett had that core concept, that core belief, from which she never wavered, that we are evolving all the time, whether forward or backward: life and living never stand still. 
2. I also see a connection, an underlying unity of being, between the Zen concept of ‘you and the target are one’, Albie’s integrating with her painting as one, with Follett’s intriguing and quite splendid statement: ‘I always feel intimate with my enemies’- certainly worthy of a  book from you Albie. 
3.  About the ‘bondage of equilibrium’: For Follett, equilibrium is static. ‘Balance of powers merely rearranges what already exists: it produces no new values’ (Creative Experience, page x, Longmans Green (New York 1924).

4.  About the search for unity being ‘uncovering what is already present’, I don’t think Follett – and I would agree with her - would have thought this sufficient. Uncovering what is already there is certainly necessary but it is not creating. We need to find it to be able to create the more inclusive solution that will meet your need and mine (and that solution will need recreating again and again); Einstein spent the last decades of his life unsuccessfully searching for the unifying equation; we need creativity in every sphere of our human journey towards that ever receding goal of infinite perfection. I don’t think we can ever achieve lasting unity for life is forever changing – ‘stuff happens’- which makes those moments when we do achieve it almost miraculous.  
5. And finally, I don’t know what Chesterton thought Wells was doing at nights – I don’t think he ever divulged this -  but I can say, from what I have read about Wells, that he kept himself busy at nights.
I apologise for this long outburst. 

Pauline

